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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

Residents of the Starr Street neighbor-
hood heard a loud explosion Friday, and 
then a series of smaller blasts.

Flames and dark clouds stretched into 
the sky above J&S Scrap Metal & Recy-
cling Inc. at 36 Starr St., and a pillar of black 
smoke could be seen from Route 295.

“We had reports upon dispatch of pos-
sibly multiple explosions,” Johnston Fire 
Chief Peter J. Lamb said Tuesday. “It could 
have been one, and there could have been 
others while we were responding.”

Two Johnston firefighters were treated 
for heat exhaustion at the scene, but both 
have made a full recovery, according to 
Lamb.

“It sounded like a bomb went off,” said 
Mary Ann Tooher, who lives at 29 Starr 
St. “This whole house shook. I couldn’t 
figure out what it was. Then I heard the 
sirens and the fire trucks. When I looked 
out, I could see all this horrible black 
smoke across the street.”

The scrap yard has been at the center 
of a heated neighborhood dilemma since 
long before Friday’s fire.

A group of neighbors have complained 
to the town about an adjoining property, 
31 Starr St., where overflow scrap metal 
has been piling up outside a home under 
the same ownership as the recycling busi-
ness.

Explosion at scrap yard fire follows neighborhood broil
BIG BANG: 
An explosion 
and fire erupt-
ed at J&S 
Scrap Metal 
& Recycling 
Inc. at 36 
Starr St. Two 
firefighters 
were treated 
for heat ex-
haustion after 
battling the 
blaze. (Sub-
mitted photo)
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By RORY SCHULER

Johnston will host a public hearing and 
special meeting at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 15.

The town’s residents have been eagerly 
awaiting details regarding “Project Schoo-
ner,” a huge Amazon distribution facility 
proposed for a 195-acre parcel of land off 
Hartford Avenue, near the road’s intersec-
tion with Route 295.

If built, and opened, the facility will be 
owned and operated by Amazon, the on-
line mega-retailer.

A preliminary site plan has already 
cleared the Johnston Planning Board, but 
tax breaks and other related contingencies 
between the town and the company have 
yet to be resolved or discussed in public. 

The meeting will be held at the Johnston 
High School Auditorium, 345 Cherry Hill 
Road.

The Johnston Town Council will hold the 
public hearing to consider authorizing a tax 
stabilization agreement between the town 
and “Amazon.com Services, LLC/Owner 

Amazon details 
to be released, 

debated at 
public hearing

By RORY SCHULER

The path was a little bit easier while he was with them. 
Now that he’s gone, the journey is harder, but the mission 
has never been more important.

Sallyann DiIorio held a collage of photographs of her son.
Simultaneously, she both smiled and cried, looking down at 

Matthew’s face.
“It’s been back and forth,” she said. 
“It’s not as easy, but it’s important to keep going, because Mat-

thew would want that.”

‘An honorable 
torch to carry’

FA-MILY: Sallyann 
DiIorio, family friend 
Vincent LaFazia, Jack 
DiIorio and Michael 
Crawley, have commit-
ted to continue rais-
ing money for FARA 
following the death of 
Matthew DiIorio in July. 
This is their 11th year 
raising money for the 
FA advocacy group, but 
the first time holding 
events since losing 
Matthew to the disease. 
(Sun Rise photos by 
Rory Schuler)
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YOUNG FIGHTER & A FUTURE ANIMATOR: Ella Watters, at left, started the fourth grade at Winsor Hill Elementary School this 
week. She’s a 3-year childhood cancer survivor, and was ready to get back to class Wednesday morning. At right, first-grade bound 
Quinn Carosi wants to be a Disney Imagineer when he grows up. He started school at the Thornton Elementary School Wednesday.  
For more images from the first day of school around town, turn to Pages 6 & 7. (Submitted photos)

Ready to go!
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By PETE FONTAINE

“Always remembered, 
never forgotten!”

Those words filled the 
air last Friday morning 
at Johnston Fire Depart-
ment headquarters on 
Atwood Avenue when the 
close-knit brotherhood 
came together to honor 
a late firefighter, Richard 
R. Gemma, on the exact 
day of his tragic and un-
fortunate passing back on 
Aug. 27, 2019, from fatal 
injuries he sustained in a 
motorcycle accident in his 
native city of  Cranston.

Gemma’s parents, Rich-
ard and Kathy Gemma, 
headed a large group of 
people for the second an-
nual memorial service, 
which was organized by 
Richard Boehm, the JFD’s 
battalion chief of fire and 
safety, and began inside in 
front of the late firefight-
er’s still-full locker before 
going outside.

“Richard will never, 
ever be forgotten,” Boehm 
began. “Thank you for 
sharing Richard with us. 
He has been missed very 
much and we still talk 
about him often.”

Boehm then called upon 
Father Richard Narciso, 

pastor at St. Robert Bellar-
mine Church and the de-
partment’s chaplain, who 
delivered two blessings — 
one in front of Gemma’s 
locker and the second 
outside at the Snow Foun-
tain Weeping Cherry Tree, 
which was planted in July 
2020 and serves as an ev-
eryday memorial for the 
45-year-old firefighter.

“As firefighters, we live 
by the mantra that we will 
never forget our fallen 
members,” Fire Chief Pe-
ter Lamb said. “When we 
planted this tree, we did 
so with the intent that 
the tree would continue 
to grow and be present 
well into the future as a 
reminder of our brother 
Richard.”

The chief then paused 
before adding: “During 
these difficult times we 
now live in, and people 
do not always treat oth-
ers as they should, we are 
reminded by Richard’s 
tragic accident that life 
changes in an instant. As 
we leave here today we re-
member Richard and we 
should all live our lives 
to the fullest and create 
memories with our fami-
lies that will last forever.”

The late Gemma’s 

mother, Kathy, said: “We 
still miss him terribly. This 
is difficult, but my hus-
band reassured me it’s an 
honor they do every year 
in his memory.”

That’s why firefighters 
as well as friends offered 
kind words to his parents, 
daughters Siobhan and 
Gianna and son Antonio 
prior to Boehm inviting 
the family to have a spe-
cial photo taken in front 
of Engine 3, the JFD truck 
Gemma worked on before 
his passing.

As Boehm aligned the 
family, he reminded sev-
eral attendees: “Richard’s 
dad is a retired member 
of our department, and 
Richard was a funny guy 
to work with and always 
there if you needed some-
one. He was a good fire-
fighter and we all knew 
he would have our backs 
in a fire.”

The late Gemma, 
Boehm said, “was a chari-
table persons; he adopted 
families on his own as 
well as donating to [fire 
union Local] 1950 to adopt 
even more families. That’s 
why we all say Richard 
Gemma will always be 
remembered and never – 
ever – forgotten!”

‘Still miss him terribly’
Two years after crash, family and colleagues 
honor fallen Johnston firefighter’s memory

RICHARD’S RIG: Antonio, Siobhan, Kathy and Richard Gemma stand beside En-
gine 3, the JFD truck that the late Richard Gemma was assigned to until his fatal 
motorcycle accident in 2019. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

MEMORIES & BLESS-
INGS: At left is the late Rich-
ard Gemma’s still-full locker 
inside JFD headquarters, 
which serves as a reminder 
and memorial to the late 
firefighter. Above, St. Rob-
ert Bellarmine Church Pas-
tor and JFD Chaplin Father 
Richard Narciso delivers the 
second of two blessings dur-
ing last week’s tribute.
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INTENT TO DELIVER
Around 10:30 a.m., July 29, 

while on a fixed post at 2880 
Hartford Ave., Providence Po-
lice Officer Cody Weaver ob-
served a vehicle driving east-
bound on Hartford Avenue 
with no front registration plate 
affixed, according to the police 
incident report. 

Weaver turned on his over-
head emergency lights and si-
rens and conducted a motor ve-
hicle stop at 2600 Harford Ave.

After checking with the DMV, 
Weaver discovered the vehicle’s 
registration had been suspend-
ed. Weaver made contact with 
the driver, and identified him as 
Rashad L. Glenn, of 228 Baker 
St., Providence. 

After a background check, 
Weaver discovered that Glenn 
had an active Second District 
Court warrant for failure to 
appear for Driving with a Sus-
pended License.

At this time, an additional 
Johnston Police cruiser arrived 
on scene.

Glenn was handcuffed and 
placed in the back of a cruiser 
and later transported back to 
police headquarters for process-
ing.

A RILETS check revealed 
Glenn’s license was also sus-
pended, according to the police 
incident report. Further inves-

tigation revealed this was al-
legedly Glenn’s third and sub-
sequent offense, resulting in 
misdemeanor charges. Glenn 
was issued a Third District 
Court Summons for Driving 
with a suspended license, third 
offense. He was also issued 
summons for Display of Plates 
and Operation of Vehicle when 
Registration is Suspended. 

A tow truck arrived on the 
scene to tow the vehicle. Prior 
to towing the vehicle, the plate 
was seized and secured as evi-
dence. An inventory of the ve-
hicle was conducted.

“During this inventory, a 
large amount of a green leafy 
substance, later positively 
identified as marijuana by the 
NARC-II test kit, was located 
under the driver’s seat in indi-
vidual packing bags and con-
cealed in an Amazon Delivery 
bag,” according to the police 
incident report. “Also located in 
the vehicle during the inventory 
were more individual packing 
bags, a scale, and large sealed 
bags.”

The items were seized on the 
scene and brought back to head-
quarters for processing, accord-
ing to police.

At headquarters Glenn was 
processed, fingerprinted, photo-
graphed, and allowed to use the 
phone. He was placed in a cell.

The marijuana found was 
measured in ounces, and deter-
mined to weigh 1.62 ounces, ac-
cording to the report. 

Glenn was charged with Pos-
session with Intent to Deliver 
Schedule I or II (Marijuana). 
Glenn was held pending ar-
raignment.

SHOPLIFTING
Johnston Police Detective 

Thomas M. Dwyer responded 
to Home Depot, 100 Stone Hill 
Drive, on March 31 and met with 
store representatives regarding a 
report of shoplifting.

The store’s loss prevention of-
ficer told police that on March 
27, a “skinny tall white male sus-
pect who was wearing a sleeve-
less gray” T-shirt, blue jeans, 
black winter hat and bright blue 
sneakers had entered the store 
around 2:27 p.m.

The alleged suspect retrieved a 
shopping carriage and walked to 
the electrical department where 
he placed to rolls of electrical 
wire in the carriage and then ex-
ited the store through the garden 
department around 2:31 p.m.

Police were told the man did 
not make “any attempt to pur-
chase the said items valued at 
$608.07,” according to the police 
report. 

The store provided video sur-
veillance and a photograph of 

the suspect to police.
Police learned that the suspect 

fled the scene in a silver “older 
model Nissan Murano” with 
Maine plates. The plate num-
bers provided, however, did not 
match the vehicle, police said in 
the incident report. 

“There were several recent 
query checks received on the li-
cense plate which came back to 
a David J. Laurie, who resides 
out of North Providence,” police 
wrote in the incident report. “He 
does not match the suspect’s 
description and I was met with 
negative results when attempt-
ing to make contact with him via 
phone.”

Without any updates, the case 
was closed on April 28 “due to 
lack of evidence,” according to 
the police report. 

However, on July 7, while Dw-
yer was investigating the inci-
dent further, David M. Lemoine, 
of 30 Mulberry St., Pawtucket, 
was positively identified as the 
suspect, according to a supple-
mental narrative police report.

Police said Lemoine had 17 
previous charges on his record, 
including two previous shoplift-
ing charges, according to the po-
lice report. 

After reviewing photographs 
of Lemoine, he was identified 
as the same suspect in Home 
Depot surveillance photos from 

March 27. 
Police prepared an affidavit 

and arrest warrant for Lemoine 
for shoplifting over $1,500 and 
Habitual Offender-Shoplifting. 

Around 8 p.m., on July 18, 
Johnston Police officers re-
sponded to North Providence 
Police Department, 1967 Mineral 
Spring Ave., to take custody of 
Lemoine, who was wanted on 
two counts of felony shoplifting, 
two counts of conspiracy, and 
two counts of habitual offender 
shoplifting.

…

On July 8, an affidavit and 
arrest warrant was prepared 
for David J. Laurie, of 32 Wid-
ow Smith Road, Glocester, for 
Shoplifting/over $1,500, Shop-
lifting/under $1,500 and two 
counts of Conspiracy. 

Around 8 p.m., on July 18, 
Johnston Police responded to 
the North Providence Police 
Department at 1967 Mineral 
Spring Ave. to take custody of 
Laurie, who was wanted out of 
Johnston on the above charges. 
He was also wanted for a bench 
warrant for obtaining signature 
by false pretenses, and a war-
rant out of the Smithfield Police 
Department for five counts of 
shoplifting and two counts of 
conspiracy.

Johnston Police log

By MERI R. KENNEDY

Defenders of Animals 
Inc., which began a 43-year 
journey of caring for and 
defending the rights of ani-
mals in April of 1978, held its 
27th annual Homeless Ani-
mals Day/Candlelight Vigil 
award ceremony and raffle 
at the Governor Sprague 
Mansion in Cranston on Sat-
urday, Aug. 21. Five people 
were presented with Hu-
mane Hero awards for the 
year 2021.

“Our volunteers have had 
a tremendous impact on 
Defenders of Animals,” said 
Dennis Tabella, director of 
the nonprofit organization. 
“Their dedication has pro-
vided a very special value to 
this organization.”

He added: “We don’t have 
any paid staff, so volunteers 
help us to deliver vital pro-
grams and services and help 
to identify animal-related is-
sues in the community that 
need to be addressed.”

State Rep. William W. 
O’Brien (D-Dist. 54, North 
Providence) was honored as 
a Humane Hero in recogni-
tion of his successful legisla-
tive efforts, dedication and 
steadfast commitment to 

the concerns of the plight of 
animals throughout Rhode 
Island.

O’Brien has been a strong 
advocate for animal protec-
tion laws since first entering 
the House of Representatives 
in 2013. He has introduced 
and sponsored numerous 
bills, which became law, 
that strengthen penalties for 
animal abuse and cruelty, 
as well as legislation which 
deals with animal custody 
in divorce proceedings and 
speeding up the adoption 
process for abandoned or im-
pounded animals.

Also receiving a Humane 
Hero award was Patricia 
Kohler, who has been instru-
mental in helping to raise 
funds for the organization 
through pasta dinners, raffles 
and special events. She has 
also assisted with the place-
ment of animals. Her gen-
erosity has generated much 
needed funding for, and 
awareness of, the programs 
offered by Defenders of Ani-
mals.

Bruce Lossini also re-
ceived a Humane Hero 
award for his work with 
Marge Chase of Hope for 
Animals. He has supported 
Defender of Animals events 

for decades and was noted 
for helping to rescue a dog 
that was hard to catch. 
Throughout the years, he 
has helped to build a num-
ber of feral cat houses and 
served on the Legislative 
Gas Chamber Commission 
to end the practice in the 
state.

Lossini also built the fenc-

ing at the Pot Belly Manor 
in North Kingstown Fenc-
ing for steer that were saved 
from slaughter. He was rec-
ognized for his outstanding 
dedication, concern for ani-
mals and service above and 
beyond the call of duty.

Also recognized by De-
fenders of Animals was 
Robin Aptt, who has made it 

possible for the organization 
to have successful raffles 
and auctions by donating 
numerous gift cards over the 
years. Aptt has also donated 
gift items, assorted dog and 
cat toys and monetary gifts 
and supported the organiza-
tion at a number of fundrais-
ing events

Tonya C. Keegan was the 

fifth recipient of a Human 
Hero award. She is the lead 
personal care attendant at 
the Warwick Animal Hos-
pital. She has secured dona-
tions for a number of De-
fenders of Animals clients, 
including carriers and food. 
She has also supported spe-
cial events and helped raise 
awareness.

Defenders of Animals is 
a statewide organization, 
founded by Dennis Tabella 
and Patricia A. Tabella, that 
works to defend the rights 
of both companion animals 
and wildlife through edu-
cation, legal and legislative 
activism.

Defenders of Animals 
promotes adoptions made 
through municipal animal 
shelters and local organiza-
tions. It assists with the spay-
ing and neutering of pets, as 
well as ensuring pets have 
up-to-date vaccinations and 
are microchipped. Addition-
ally, the group has endorsed 
pro-animal legislation on the 
national, state and local lev-
els since 1978.

During the Aug. 21 event, 
attendees were able to pur-
chase luminary bags as well 
as participate in a raffle that 
yielded more than $500.

AWARD WINNERS: Dennis Tabella, director of Defenders of Animals, poses with 
the five individuals who received Humane Hero awards at the 27th annual Homeless 
Animals Day/Candlelight Vigil on Aug. 21 at Sprague Mansion in Cranston. He is 
joined by, from left, Bruce Lossini, William W. O’Brien, Robin Aptt, Tonya C. Keegan 
and Patricia Kohler. (Sun Rise photo by Steve Popiel)

Defenders of Animals honors five with Humane Hero award
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By PETE FONTAINE

It’s a feast and festival unlike any 
other, an event that’s been going on 
for decades at Our Lady of Grace 
Church in Johnston. And it will be 
back beginning next Thursday, Sept. 
9, and continuing through Sunday, 
Sept. 12.

Countless people will tell you 
it’s considered one of Rhode Is-
land’s best end-of-summer events, 
especially when it comes top home 
cooked Italian foods, Don DePetril-
lo’s delicious doughboys, family fun 
and those always popular carnival 
rides and games of chance.

The Feast and Festival at the Ro-
man Catholic Church is held each 
year in honor of La Madonna della 
DiFesa. This year’s event will also 
serve as a terrific tribute to two of 
Our Lady of Grace’s most cherished 
parishioners.

“Our 101st feast is an exciting time 
for our parish, especially after such 
a tumultuous time over the past 
year,” said the Rev. Pete J. Gower, 
the church’s pastor. “However, ev-
eryone here at Our Lady of Grace is 
still saddened because of the loss of 
two giants, Joe ‘Joe Q’ Quartino and 
Carol Cambio – people that were so 
very dear to our hearts and worked 
so hard in so many different ways, 
but especially the feasts.”

Quartino served as the feast’s 
long-time co-chairman, while Cam-
bio was an admired chef who many 
praised for coordinating some of the 
state’s best homemade Italian food. 

Gower said Quartino “worked 
diligently in so many ways at the 

church and during our feasts. He 
was with us for many, many years 
as a custodian taking care of all the 
needs of the parish facilities and also 
spending hours and hours when it 
came close to the feast. Joe Q worked 
with all the volunteers making sure 
the kitchen staff was in place the 
food ready to cook.”

Cambio, Gower said, “would com-
bine her cooking skills for our menus 
that made our festival so successful.”

“They’re going to be deeply 
missed by the parish and we honor 
them this year knowing that from 
that place in the eternal life they’ll be 
looking down upon us and blessing 
us, as we thank them so very much 
for everything they’ve done and 
they are tremendously missed,” he 
added.

When the Feast and Festival be-
gins next week at Festival Field off 
Sheridan Street in Johnston, Joann 
Burley will be co-chairing the event. 
She has taken on Quartino and Cam-
bio’s roles.

“She’s doing a tremendous job, 
working many, many hours to keep 
everything running smoothly while 
coordinating purchasing food, paper 
goods and lining up cooks and other 
parishioners to ensure the success of 
the 2021 feast,” Gower said. “I really 
like all that she’s doing, but most of 
all she’s another example of why our 
parish is so vibrant.”

With that, Gower said the Feast 
and Festival observance will actu-
ally begin Wednesday, Sept. 8, with 
a Mass at 6 p.m. followed by a 7 
o’clock candlelight procession and 
rosary.

“Everything will swing into high 
gear next Thursday, Sept. 9, from 5 
to 9 p.m. with carnival ride Rock-
well Amusements for kids of all ages 
and our famous Italian American-
themed food booths,” he said. “Our 
101st feast menu will range from 
a plate of macaroni and meatballs 
to sausage, rabe sandwiches, aran-
cini (delicious rice balls), calamari, 
polenta, sausage and pepper sand-
wiches topped off on Sunday and a 
full lasagna dinner.”

He added: “No food trucks he 
like you’ll find at other feasts, with 
everything lovingly made by our 
talented chef volunteers. And get 
this – no food item costs more than 
$10. Beer and wine will be served in 
the Beer Garden underneath the Big 
Top.”

There will be entertainment each 
night with Timeless on Friday night 
and Saturday evening until 11 p.m. 
Sunday’s entertainment will run 
from noon to 4 p.m. featuring Sec-
ond to None. Sunday’s schedule till 
begin with a solemn Mass at 10:30 
a.m. in honor of La Madonna della 
Difesa followed by a procession of 
her statute through nearby streets 
with an honor guard provided by 
the Johnston Police Department.

Admission is free and all events 
will be held rain or shine. All com-
munity members are welcome.

Sunday will be special with the 
grand raffle drawing featuring 
$7,000 in prizes to be drawn in the 
afternoon. Tickets can be purchased 
at the church after weekend masses. 
For more information, please call 
(401) 231-2220.

Our Lady of Grace set for 
101st Feast and Festival

MIGHTY MEMORIALS: At left is a special sign made in memory of the late Joe “Joe Q” Quartino, the man for all 
seasons and reasons at our Lady of Grace Church who served as co-chairman of the feast for many, many years until 
his unfortunate passing last year. At right, Carol Cambio, the long-serving chef for Our Lady of Grace Church’s Feast 
and Festival, is remembered by this memorial sign that’s attached to the wall by the entrance to the parish.

SEASONAL SIGNS: This is the large banner draped across the fence at Our lady of Grace Church  on George 
Waterman Road in Johnston, which also features 40 sponsorship banners for the Roman  Catholic parish’s 101st 
Feast and Festival. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)
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By PETE FONTAINE

Excitement is every-
where – especially at 1 
Victory Mount in John-
ston and 533 Eddy St. in 
Providence.

The buzz, as some 
people are calling it, is 
because even before kick-
stands go up on Saturday, 
Sept. 18, at Strings Bar and 
Grill at 183 George Water-
man Road in Johnston, the 
fifth annual Goodfellas 
Motorcycle Run will raise 
a record donation for na-
tionally-acclaimed Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital.

“We raised $16,000 
from last year’s run and 
that’s our most ever,” Cal 
Calabro, the Goodfellas 
popular treasurer, offered. 
“But this time, we’ll go 
way over that amount – 
we hope.”

For starters, as Calabro 
explained, “We had four 
major donors – AGI Con-
struction, Rosciti Con-
struction, R.A. DeCesare 
Builders and the Hen-
derson family. This year, 
they’ll all be back and 
we’re proud to announce 
we have five new major 
donors, including Prime-
America, Bob Calabro, 
Michael Dee and Michael 
Barone.”

The Goodfellas have 
even more money on the 
way, as President Gene 
Benedetti announced 
during last week’s press 
briefing: “Bruno Ramieri 
– who lives in Johnston – 
will match up to $20,000 
that every rider and pas-
senger pays to participate 
in the Sept. 18 run!”

When asked how the 
Goodfellas received what 
will be a unique windfall – 
all proceeds of which will 
go to Hasbro Children’s 

Hospital – Benedetti and 
Calabro explained: “A 
Hasbro newsletter.”

For Ramieri, you see, 
has become a “fantastic 
friend” to Hasbro ever 
since his late wife of 
nearly 60 years, Pauline, 
passed away in December 
2020. Since then, he has 
occupied his time with his 
hobbies – which include 
metal sculpture and paint-
ing – and, of course, help-
ing Hasbro in her memory.

Ramieri read a newslet-
ter story about what the 
Goodfellas have done for 
the hospital during their 
four previous bike runs.

“So I contacted a spokes-
person who put me in 
touch with Michele Bran-
nigan, Hasbro’s senior 
major gifts/campaign 
manager, and she ex-
panded about her relation-
ships with the Goodfellas 
and the wonderful work 
they’ve done,” he said.

Ramieri met with Bend-
etti and Calabro and liked 
every word he heard and 
the Goodfellas’ dedication 
to Hasbro Children’s Hos-
pital. Thus, a new partner-
ship was formed.

Needless to say, Bene-
detti and Calabro and the 
Goodfellas membership 
was as thrilled as Ram-
ieri who also added: “The 
donation made to Hasbro 
might help children suf-
fering from illnesses like 
Pauline’s; she was stricken 
with onset seizures before 
her unfortunate passing.”

Ramieri, who has lived 
in Johnston for over 30 
years, also wanted it 
known: “As I said, I de-
cided to help Hasbro in 
memory of Pauline. I be-
lieve that the people of 
Johnston and throughout 
the state should be able 

to take their children to 
a Rhode Island hospital 
rather than travel to Bos-
ton. I believe in paying 
back the good things that 
have happened in my 
life.”

He continued: “I have 
enjoyed meeting and 
working with members of 
the Goodfellas Motorcycle 
Club and the upcoming 
bike run. I hope to be able 
to continue my charity 
work until the end of my 
life.”

Thus, it’s all systems 
go for the Goodfellas Mo-
torcycle Run, which will 
again be held in memory 
of the late Anthony Ed-
ward Calabro, Freddy 
Benedetti, Sueann De-
metropoulos, Paul Jorge 
Roque, Tim Davey and 
Nicholas Paul DeStefano 
and will result with an ex-
traordinary donation  in 
memory of the late Pau-
line Ramieri.

Registration for the 
family-friendly event is 
$20 per rider and $20 pas-
senger. People can start 
signing up at 9:30 a.m. on 
Sept. 18 at Strings Bar and 
Grille, which is owned 
and operated by Stepha-
nie Harris, who last year 
rolled out the red carpet 
for all bikers, riders and 
family friends.

Kickstands, Benedetti 
and Calabro announced, 
will be up at 11 a.m. and 
continue for approximate-
ly 90 or minutes into Con-
necticut then back to the 
unique motorcycle club’s 
new clubhouse at 1 Vic-
toria Mount in Johnston 
for food, live music and 
a special ceremony that 
will be emceed by a man 
many bikers will attest is 
a “great, great Goodfella – 
Bruno Ramieri!”

Set for fifth year, Goodfellas 
Motorcycle Run gets boost 

from generous donor

GENEROUS GUY:  Bruno Ramieri, center, holds a special T-shirt he received from 
Goodfellas Motorcycle Club treasurer Cal Calabro, left, and president Gene Bene-
detti as thanks for his pledge to match up to $20,000 raised through the fifth annual 
Goodfellas Motorcycle Run. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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EDITOR’S NOTE: On Wednesday, Sept. 1, Johnston’s 
kids returned to school amid a world in relative chaos. 
Masked and ready to learn, the youngsters said good-
bye to nervous loved ones and escaped to the peaceful 
confines of academia. No more distance learning meant 
a long-awaited return for many to the classrooms, and 
most of the town’s children were less nervous than their 
parents. The Johnston Sun Rise put out a request for 
First Day of School Photos, and we were overwhelmed 
with more than 50 submissions. Every single one de-
serves a spot in this edition, but alas, there was not 
enough room. So, please, if you don’t spot your favorite 
pupil on the pages of this week’s edition, do not fret. We 
will find space next week, or in an upcoming edition, for 
the rest. We called and you answered. And the Johnston 
Sun Rise thanks you all for your replies. In the mean-
time, check our website, johnstonsunrise.net, for a huge 
photo gallery. And if you didn’t get your child’s First Day 
Photo to us yet, there’s still time. Email submissions to 
the editor at rorys@rhodybeat.com.

Welcome 
back!

Nayrah & Nina Salgado,  
fourth-graders at Thornton Elementary School

Kenny Davila, a fourth-grader  
at the Brown Avenue School

Breonna Carleton started  
the fifth grade at Winsor Hill

The Brown Avenue bus stop crew waits for transportation in the steady drizzle. 

David Fontaine started first grade at Windsor Hill Elementary

Dante Ferranti and Alex Mrozewicz started fifth 
grade at Sarah Dyer Barnes Elementary School.
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Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD

Dr. Amylynne Frankel April Brosnan
FNP-C

Jennifer Fisher
MMSC, PA-C

September 10, 11 & 12

CranstonGreekFestival

Church of the Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Parish of Greater Providence

175 Oaklawn Ave. (Rte 5) • Cranston, RI
(401) 942-4188

www.annunciationri.org

Friday 5-10pm • Saturday 12-10pm • Sunday 12-8pm

FREE PARKING
Shuttle Buses at Cranston H.S. West

Running Continuously

ODYSSEY DANCE TROUPE PERFORMANCES
Friday 7pm • Saturday & Sunday 4 & 7pm

Greek Food
Live Greek Music

& Dancing
Lots of Family Fun!

Rain or
Shine -

Under the
Tents

FREE
ADMISSION

2021

This bunch of boys were ready for their first day of middle school

Lucas Marcaccio posed with his dog Angilly 
before his first day of second grade

Zoey Molina started the third grade

Siblings 
Evan 

Perron, 
a new 
sixth-

grader, 
and 

Ariana 
Perron, 
a new 

eighth-
grader, 

pre-
pared 
for a 
new 
year 

at the 
middle 
school.
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BACKYARD SPACE
The Elephant Trunk Nebula 

By Lucas Maguire
Special to the Sun Rise

The Elephant Trunk Nebula is located in the constellation Cepheus and is about 2,400 light-years from Earth. It 
is a dense elongated cloud of gas that contains some early protostars that have been forming for quite some time.

Before shooting some Ha the other night, I took about an hours worth of RGB to give the stars a more natural 
look. Used an unusual channel combination method from various methods I’ve learned, and like the look of the 
stars and nebulosity in this HArgb composition. Shooting during full moon phases arent ideal conditions, clouds 
in New England have been a real buzz kill. Hopefully the fall weather brings at least a steady flow of clear nights. 
(Image courtesy Luc Maguire)

 EDITOR’S NOTE: Lucas “Luc” Maguire captured this image from his backyard in Johnston. He will be submitting his 
deep space images to the Sun Rise for publication each week. Maguire’s photography can also be found at his Instagram ac-
count @oceanstateastro and his Twitter feed @OceanStateAstro.

By JON ANDERSON
Special to the Sun Rise

For the library, being next to two 
large schools has always been full 
of problems and opportunities. It’s 
been easier for us to cooperate with 
many parts of the Johnston school 
system during the day, and we have 
been popular with middle- and high-
school-age kids in the afternoon. 
There have been disruptions and 
complaints, and some adults who 
wouldn’t tend to pick that time to 
visit. 

On the other hand, we’ve had suc-
cessful programs after school for an 
audience that might otherwise have 
trouble getting to the library, and in-
dividuals and small groups use the 
library for studying.  

Being here next to these schools is 
a choice the community twice made, 
in the original building of 1961, now 
the courthouse, and in the new one 
built next door in 2011, because the 
chance to serve youth is impor-
tant to Johnston. The original facil-
ity adapted, as Johnston doubled in 
population, to recognize the needs 
of children and adults, and the new 
building has a room especially for 
teens.   

Labor Day for many people signals 
the end of the Summer break, and a 
return to school. For us it brings the 
need to be more alert and to work 
harder for a safe and peaceful envi-
ronment throughout the building. We 
post rules and spend time explaining 
them to individuals when necessary.  
We expect the teen room to be a little 

louder, and maintain quiet areas for 
everyone’s use.  Near the children’s 
llbrary in the lower level, we preserve 
order in that space so that parents 
with young children are comfortable 
to sit and read in the afterrnoon.

We welcome extra opportunities 
to serve youth with programs and 
self-directed activities, and also allow 
them the full range of library service, 
including places to talk quietly or 
study, to use computers, and to ask 
for help finding information or things 
to read.  Everyone has a right to use 
of the library that is productive and 
enjoyable.

Editor’s Note: Jon Anderson serves as 
the Marian J. Mohr Memorial Library 
Director. Watch for his column weekly in 
the Johnston Sun Rise.

FROM THE LIBRARY

Productive and enjoyable for all
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Although the average voter may not spend much 
time thinking about redistricting – the process 
by which legislative districts are drawn and re-

drawn based on things like population fluctuations and 
the changing demographics of communities – they re-
main an important part of our electoral process with tan-
gible societal impacts.

The 2020 Census, delivered late due to COVID and the 
attempts of the 
Trump Admin-
istration to cut 
the process short 
entirely, has re-
vealed data that, 
although Rhode 

Island’s population has grown overall from 10 years ago, 
many communities saw significant declines in population 
or had stagnant, near zero growth.

Warwick serves as an example of this fact. Although its 
overall population stayed basically flat, increasing by 151 
residents from a decade ago, three of the five districts that 
lost the most voters are found in Warwick, which includes 
a 940-person loss from Rep. David Bennett’s District 20, 
House Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi’s District 33 (down 
552 people), and State Democratic Party Chair Rep. Joseph 
McNamara’s District 19 (down 154 people). The only two 
Senate districts to lose population came from Warwick as 
well.

Warwick citizens will certainly form their own opinions 
as to why the populations of places like Johnston (up 799 
residents) and Cranston (up 2,547 residents) are growing 
while Warwick is flatlining, but just as important as tar-
geting a reason for the population change is recognizing 
the role voters play in holding their elected officials ac-
countable for their constituents as those constituent bases 
change with the redistricting process.

No one will know what the new state legislative dis-
tricts will look like until the redistricting process has 
moved forward, but it will be important for voters to learn 
about it. Knowing who your local representatives are is an 
important step in being an informed and engaged citizen. 
For districts that have gained or lost a significant amount 
of population, particularly.

Transparency, as will all government processes, will be 
key to ensure that the redistricting effort does not alienate 
or give inordinate amounts of power to any one political 
group or faction within any one party. True democracy 
comes when the most possible representatives of each 
community are at the table.

We look forward to seeing the recommendations put 
forth by the redistricting advisory commission, and hope 
that the public will be able to monitor the process from be-
ginning to end, to ensure that the politically poisonous act 
of gerrymandering does not become an issue, even in a 
state as Democratically-dominated as Rhode Island.

• WHERE TO WRITE:
 1944 Warwick Avenue
 Warwick, RI 02889
 RoryS@RhodyBeat.com

Public must stay  
informed of political 

redistricting

By SAUL ANUZIS

Ask Americans to name a prob-
lem with our health care system, and 
you’ll hear a range of answers, from 
overbooked doctors to the inadequa-
cies of Medicaid. Only a very few 
will name Medicare’s drug benefit, 
known as Part D.

In one recent survey, 87 percent of 
seniors said their Part D plan “pro-
vided good value,” 93 percent said 
the plan was “convenient to use,” 
and 89 percent said the plan “deliv-
ered what it promised.”

It is the rare government program 
that works better than advertised, 
costs less than estimated, and is 
wildly popular with the people it 
serves.

And yet, some of our political 
leaders want to dismantle it. Demo-
crats in Congress aim to repeal a key 
part of Medicare Part D, known as 
the non-interference clause. This 
clause has protected patients’ access 
to critical medicines by making sure 
that government officials don’t get to 
decide which medicines are “worth” 
covering.

Under Part D, insurance compa-
nies offer a variety of plans. Insur-
ers aggressively negotiate with drug 

companies to get the widest variety 
of medicines for their patients. The 
drug companies, in turn, compete 
with one another to make sure their 
products are included on formular-
ies.

Proponents of getting rid of the 
non-interference clause believe that 
if the feds could only step in, they 
would push prices lower than those 
achieved through competition.

The problem is, they’re wrong. 
Nixing the non-interference clause 
would have long-term downsides 
for seniors’ health.

Today, depending on their state of 
residence, seniors and people with 
disabilities have between 25 and 35 
Medicare Part D prescription drug 
plans to choose from, with nearly 
1,000 separate plans available nation-
wide. Since the program launched in 
2006, the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services have repeatedly 
lowered Part D’s estimated cost, a 
rare occurrence in the world of gov-
ernment spending.

Medicare Part D’s success did not 
arrive in spite of government’s ab-
sence from negotiations and price-
setting, but because of it. The buying 
power of 46 million diverse custom-
ers drove down prices and expand-

ed coverage.
The federal bureaucracy could 

only extract savings through “nego-
tiation” if it were willing to severely 
restrict access to drugs. Indeed, the 
Congressional Budget Office con-
cluded that negotiations would 
only yield savings if the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services could 
“establish a formulary.”

So if this measure were to pass, 
many seniors and people with dis-
abilities would find themselves sud-
denly without coverage for drugs 
they rely on. Some would pay out of 
pocket. Many would skip their unaf-
fordable medicine – and get sicker. 
Quality of life could suffer, and lives 
would be lost. We would pay in dol-
lars, too, as government intervention 
would end up costing the system 
much more money down the road.

In practice, government price “ne-
gotiations” would severely hurt not 
just today’s seniors, but tomorrow’s.

Changes to Part D shouldn’t just 
alarm the seniors reading this. Be 
worried if you’re younger, too. For 
your senior days lie ahead of you.

Saul Anuzis is president of 60 Plus, 
the American Association of Senior Citi-
zens.

Protect drug access in Medicare



LegaL Notices
Office of the Town Clerk

Town of Johnston
1385 Hartford Avenue

Johnston, Rhode Island 02919
(401) 351-6618

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, September 13th, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Municipal Court Building, 
1600 Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 

The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant Bahij Boutros
Business Name: Baja’s Tex Mex Express, LLC 
 d/b/a Baja’s Grill Express
Location: 1412 Atwood Avenue, Suite 4
 Johnston, RI  02919
License Type:  Class B Limited - Liquor License

Remonstrants are entitled to be 

heard before the granting of the li-
cense.

Per Order: 
 
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

8/27, 9/3/21

PB 21-31 - Winsor Woods - Public 
Meeting on a proposed 2-lot Minor 
Subdivision.  Located at 28 Bridle 
Way.  AP 48 Lot 595.  Applicant: Pe-
zzuco Brothers Development Corp.

PB 20-44 - Mill Street Apartments 
- Public Hearing on a proposed con-
version of a mill building to a 16-unit 
residential building.  Located at 634 
Mill Street AP 4 Lot 311 - Property 
is zoned - PD.  Applicant: Geranskye 
Real Estate, LLC 

PB 20-22 - Deer Run Road and Or-
chard Avenue Subdivision - Public 
Hearing on a 10 lot Conservation 
Major Subdivision where 5 lots will 
be frontage lots on Orchard Avenue 
and 5 lots will be accessed by pri-
vate roads. - Located opposite 45 
thru 63 Orchard Avenue - AP 59 Lots 
8 & 268 - Property Zoned R-40.  Ap-
plicant: Cavanaugh Family Limited 
Partnership

PB 21-29 - Belknap Farm Drive Ex-
tension - Public Meeting on a Mas-
ter Plan of a proposed 20 lot Major 
Subdivision. - AP 48 Lots 10 and 232 
- Property Zoned - R-40.  Applicant: 
Boulder Farm Development.

PB 21-35 - The TMC Key West Plat 
- Public Meeting on a proposed 2-lot 
Minor Subdivision. Located at 67 
Bingley Terrace and 1347 Plainfield 
Street AP 3 lot 391.  Applicant TMC 
Key West, LLC. 

PB 21-25 - Vel-Tree - Scituate Av-
enue - Public Hearing on a proposed 
4-lot Major Subdivision. Located be-
hind 137 Scituate Avenue.  AP 44 
Lot 18.  Applicant Nicolas Veltri. 

PB 21-36 - KAP Construction - 
Central Pike - Public Meeting on a 
Preliminary Plan of a three-lot Minor 
Subdivision.  Located at 1295 Cen-
tral Pike and Cross Road.  AP 43 Lot 
170.  Applicant: KAP Construction 
Corp.

PB 21-32 - An Advisory Opinion to 
the Town Council on the request to 
purchase 24 Hedley Street AP 14 
Lot 359.  Applicant Marvin Gustavo 
Portillo. 

 IV. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 

1. Comprehensive Plan Update

 V. ADJOURNMENT

The Planning Board Agenda and Minutes 
are available for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through Friday 
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Plan-
ning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, Johnston.
Items not heard by 9:30 p.m. may be contin-
ued to the next Regular Meeting or a special 
meeting at the discretion of the Board.
Facilities are handicap accessible. Inter-
preter services may be requested from TTD 
(401) 792-9642 at least 72 hours in advance.

9/3, 9/10/21

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday September 14th, 2021; 

6:00 P.M.
Johnston Senior Center

1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

AGENDA

 I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL 
CALL

 II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 III. NEW BUSINESS
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By MERI R. KENNEDY

Temporary closure  
at Johnston Indoor  
Recreation Center

The Johnston Indoor Rec-
reation Center will be closed 
for repairs and maintenance 
through Sept. 13. If the work 
is completed before Sept. 13, 
the Parks and Recreation De-
partment will post the new 
reopening date on its Face-
book page.

 
Beer Garden each week  

in Garden City

Join Garden City Center 
and Avvio Ristorante for a 
summer sendoff you won’t 
want to miss. 

Outside at the Gazebo 
every weekend this Septem-
ber, there will be a rotating 
lineup of local breweries – 
including Grey Sail Brewing, 
Narragansett Beer, Newport 
Craft Brewing and Whalers 
Brewing Company – taking 
part in the Beer Garden.

 The schedule is Sept. 3-5, 
Grey Sail Brewing; Sept 10-
12, Narragansett Beer; Sept. 
17-19, Newport Craft Brew-
ing; and Sept. 24-26, Whalers 
Brewing Company.

Hours are Fridays from 4 
to 9 p.m., Saturdays from 1 
to 8 p.m. and Sundays from 
1 to 7 p.m.

This family (and dog) 
friendly beer garden will 
also feature fun and games, 
live music and bites from 
Avvio, all located in your 

favorite Rhode Island home-
away-from-home.

The Beer Garden is open 
to the public and there is 
no cover charge. Seating is 
available on a first come, 
first served basis and oper-
ating hours will be weather 
permitting. Customers must 
show a valid ID in order to 
purchase an alcoholic bever-
age.

RI State Police  
Citizens Academy now 
accepting applications

Have you ever wanted 
to get an inside look at the 
Rhode Island State Police?

Applications are now 
open for the 2021 Rhode 
Island State Police Citizens 
Academy. The six-week 
academy meets every Mon-
day from 6 to 9 p.m., Sept. 27 
through Nov. 1.

The curriculum includes 
briefings and hands-on ex-
perience in officer safety, 
patrol operations and proce-
dures, response to resistance, 
domestic violence investiga-
tions, critical incident/vic-
tim assistance, and investi-
gative techniques.

Seats are limited, and ap-
plications must be received 
by Sept. 17. Apply today. For 
additional information and 
to apply online, visit ow.ly/
tdYB50FLZIF.

 
Rock & Rhodes Music Fest

On Oct. 3, the group Hey 
19 from Rhode Island, The 

Midnight Callers from New 
York City, and Soul Box and 
The Deluxtones from Boston 
will join in for a Rock & Roll 
Music Fest to benefit chil-
dren in treatment at the Shri-
ners Hospital for Children in 
Boston. Tickets cost $20 per 
person. The event will be 
held at Rhodes on the Paw-
tuxet, located at 60 Rhodes 
Place in Cranston. For tick-
ets and more information, 
follow the event’s Facebook 
page or visit eventbrite.com. 

Community Walk  
to fight hunger

A walk to call attention 
to food insecurity and raise 
funds for local pantries is 
being planned by a group 
of area churches, including 
Woodbury Union, Lake-
wood Baptist, St. Benedict, 
St. Kevin, and St. Mark’s. 
The walk will be held on Sat-
urday, Oct. 16. An informa-
tional planning meeting will 
be held on Saturday, Aug. 
28 at 10 a.m. at Woodbury 
Union Church at 58 Beach 
Ave. in Warwick. All inter-
ested community churches, 
organizations and individu-
als are invited to attend. 
Call (401) 737-8232 or email 
woodburychurchri@gmail.
com for more information.

 
Reunion for Mt. Pleasant 
High School Class of 1970

The 50th Class Reunion 
for Mt. Pleasant High School 
will be held on Oct. 29 at the 

Santa Maria DiPrata Society, 
located at 29 Walnut Grove 
Ave. in Cranston. The eve-
ning will begin at 6:30 and 
run through 11:30 p.m.

Tickets are $50 per person 
and please contact Vin De-
Tora at 401-232-0856 or Joan 
LaVallee Gelfuso at 401-578-
2220. Please RSVP by Octo-
ber 5, 2021

 
Church seeking vendors 

for Holiday Bazaar

Our Lady of Grace 
Church, located at 4 Lafay-
ette St. in Johnston, would 
like invite vendors to partici-
pate in its Holiday Bazaar on 
Oct. 17. There will be craft-
ers, vendors, a penny social, 
food and more. For infor-
mation, contact Pat Leon at 
(401) 529-7592.

 
Bowl for Kids’ Sake

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Rhode Island will host its 
fifth annual Bowl for Kids’ 
Sake (BFKS) event on Satur-
day, Sept. 25, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Lang’s Bowlarama 
in Cranston.

 Participants can sign up in 

teams of five to participate in 
a private bowling party, and 
raise donations from family, 
friends and colleagues lead-
ing up to the event – with a 
fundraising goal of $100 for 
each participant.

You’ll also have the chance 
to win raffle prizes … and 
really great karma for giving 
back to local kids!

 No experience is required 
– just a desire to have fun 
and support youth mentor-
ing. All of the proceeds from 
this event stay in Rhode Is-
land and help Big Brothers 
Big Sisters fulfill its mission. 
Donate today or register 
your team at secure.qgiv.
com/event/bbbsri2021.

 
Friends of the Mohr

Friends of the Mohr Pub-
lic Library is a nonprofit cor-
poration dedicated to Mohr 
Library.

Members of the Friends 
plan and run book sales and 
carry out other fundrais-
ing activities to allow Mohr 
Library to increase services 
and programs.

The Friends welcome new 
members who are willing to 

support either through do-
nations, membership dues, 
or through volunteering 
their time.

To find out more, contact 
library director at 231-4980 
(press 7).

 
Did you  
know?

 
Welcome September! 

September has three birth 
flowers: the forget-me-not, 
the morning glory, and the 
aster. Forget-me-nots rep-
resent love and memories, 
asters represent love as well, 
and the morning glory rep-
resents unrequited love. The 
birthstone for the month is 
the sapphire. (Source: Sep-
tember Fun Facts)

 
SunriseScoops@aol.com. 

Photos in jpg format are ac-
cepted and news can include 
community events, promotions, 
academic news and nonprofit 
events as well as virtual events. 
Email today and see your news 
in our column in the Johnston 
Sun Rise. Please include a day-
time telephone number in case 
we require any further informa-
tion.

Sun RiSe ScoopS
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A petition was circulat-
ed. A zoning violation was 
recorded.

And eventually, the 
scrap facility’s owner, Jef-
frey Cadieux, applied for 
rezoning of the residential 
property at 31 Starr St. 

Cadieux asked the 
Johnston Planning Board 
to change the residentially 
zoned property to an In-
dustrial plot, but the re-
quest has, so far, not been 
granted. 

“I tried to have my 
house that I purchased 
rezoned, to give me more 
space to make it easier to 
organize,” Cadieux said 
this week. “I wanted more 
space, to get the custom-
ers out of the street; not 
to put scrap in the house 
or anything like that; to 
make the operation go 
smoother.”

Since the zoning change 
has not been granted, 
Cadieux said he was in 
the process of clearing 
the residential property of 
scrap when the fire erupt-
ed on Friday.

Lamb said the fire is 
“still under investiga-
tion,” but appears “acci-
dental in nature.”

“The specific cause 
is not determined as of 
now,” Lamb added.

The State Fire Mar-
shall’s Office has joined 
the investigation, because 
the scrap yard had been 
accepting pressurized gas 
tanks, and the business 
may face citations for im-
properly storing them.

“There were multiple 
compressed gas cylinders 
in the scrap itself,” Lamb 
said. “We saw some pro-
pane cylinders, acetylene 
and/or oxygen cylinders; 
tanks that were obviously 
under pressure.”

The initial explosion 
was reported to emergen-
cy services around 11:30 
a.m. Friday. 

“We had some venting, 
blowing off and igniting,” 
Lamb explained. “But we 
did not have any explo-
sions while we were on 
scene.”

Lamb said the state De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Management (DEM) 
had also been looking into 
the fire. 

By late afternoon Tues-
day, however, according 
to Johnston Building Of-
ficial Ed Civito, the DEM 
had cleared the operation 
of wrongdoing.

“Once Jeff clears that 
other property from any 
kind of storage, then we 
will reopen the licensed 
scrap storage yard,” Civi-
to said. “DEM said they 
don’t have a problem.”

Lamb said “there are 
specific regulations” re-

garding the storage of 
pressurized tanks, but 
didn’t want to discuss 
them further, since the 
cause of the blaze is still 
under investigation, and 
the state Fire Marshall’s 
Office would be handling 
any potential citations. 

Lamb said the depart-
ment called in mutual 
aid from Providence and 
Cranston, and about 25 
firefighters were on the 
scene to battle the blaze, 
which took several hours 
to bring under control.

“We did have a couple 
firefighters treated for 
heat exhaustion,” Lamb 
said. “We called in the 
City of Providence, for 
an aerial truck, because 
we determined the saf-
est thing to do was apply 
water from above, with-
out putting our personnel 
into the fires.”

Due to the day’s high 
temperatures, the de-
partment also requested 
a large air-conditioned 
truck from the Cranston 
Fire Department, to use 
as a “rehab truck” where 
firefighters could cool 
down and re-hydrate.

“Fighting this fire was 
labor intensive,” Lamb 
said. “Our members were 
wearing their gear, wear-
ing their airpacks; we had 
to shorten their work cy-
cle.” 

Cadieux said the fire’s 
origins are a mystery, and 

that it’s the first blaze at 
the facility since he took 
the business over from his 
mother 16 years ago.

“It was just an acci-
dent,” he said. “Don’t 
know what it could have 
been. Something popped. 
Fire started, we put it out 
as fast as we could.”

Cadieux insisted the 
business would reopen 
soon, and he dismissed as-
sertions by neighbors that 
the business is a neighbor-
hood nuisance. 

“It was something mi-
nor,” he said. “There were 
no injuries, no damage to 
the building. It’s kind of 
a bad situation; the posi-
tive outcome is that it will 
get more clean, more or-
ganized, we’ll implement 
new rules. We need to get 
some new staff here that 
actually want to work.”

Neighbors have com-
plained of scrap piled 
high, and sprawling 
across both the scrap yard 
property and onto the res-
idential property.

“I spend my winters in 
Florida, and when I came 
back in May, I have this 
six-foot picket fence out-
side my window,” said 
Tooher, who lives next 
door to 31 Starr St. “The 
fence was put up to block 
the scrap that’s piling up 
out side. I look out my 
window and it’s like liv-
ing in a prison.”

Tooher was one of more 

than 20 local residents 
who signed a petition 
aimed at clearing the site 
of excess scrap.

“My wife was very 
scared,” said Tony Palma, 
who lives nearby at 20 
Deluca St. “I was at work. 
She called me. She was so 
scared that the house was 
shaking.”

Palma said Cadieux has 
his positive traits, but the 
business has detracted 
from the residential as-
pects of the neighborhood.

“The owner’s a wonder-
ful guy, but it’s too messy,” 
Palma said. “It’s a lot of 
mess over there. I spend 
so much money fixing my 
house, but it’s a mess over 
there. I don’t have nothing 
against him. I just wish he 
would clean it up. It’s too 
big.”

Cadieux blamed some 
issues at the facility on 
staffing shortages caused 
by the pandemic.

“It’s been difficult with 
the corona virus per say; 
people getting paid to stay 
home to work,” Cadieux 
said. “Going forward I 
plan on running a clean 
ship.” 

Cadieux said he pro-
vides a valuable service, 
scrapping metal to keep it 
out of the landfill. He said 
his customers have told 
him they’re upset the op-
eration has been ordered 
to cease.

“I’m very easy going and 

understandable,” Cadieux 
said. “I don’t want to im-
pose on anybody. But I do 
have to operate a business, 
like I have for years now.”

Cadieux said he has 
been informed by Civito 
that the 31 Starr St. prop-
erty must be cleared of 
scrap. Approximately five 
employees work for J&S 
Scrap Metal & Recycling 
Inc.

“It’s a stressful situa-
tion,” Cadieux said. “It 
will take a few days to 
clean up. However, we are 
looking to get back open.”

He dismissed com-
plaints by neighbors.

“They don’t work hard 
like I do every day; they 
don’t know what it takes 
to run a scrap metal busi-
ness,” Cadieux said. 
“Anybody who has ques-
tions or concerns, I would 
rather they come to me, so 
I can solve the problem.”

Cadieux said he will no 
longer accept pressurized 
gas tanks with loads of 
scrap, and that he only ac-
cepted them in the past as 
a favor to customers. 

“All cylinders have 
been removed,” he said. 
“If we get any more, they 
will be stored in a contain-
er and shipped out imme-
diately.” 

Though the tanks were 
a concern during Friday’s 
blaze, Cadieux doubts 
they started the fire.

“However, obvious-

ly, there’s nothing say-
ing one of those was the 
cause of this fire; nothing 
that points toward that,” 
Cadieux said. “We had 
blistering heat for how 
many days? Anything 
could have happened. 
The tanks, I prefer them 
not to be there.” Cadieux 
said the residential prop-
erty at 31 Starr St. has been 
cleared of “98 percent” of 
the accumulated scrap. 

Tooher said she has 
seen a lot of trucks enter-
ing and exiting the area.

“It’s kind of hard to tell, 
but it looks like there was 
a lot of activity there,” she 
said Wednesday. “With 
this fence, there’s not 
much I can see.”

Tooher said the scrap 
metal operation was con-
cerning before Friday, but 
she and her neighbors 
have long feared the po-
tential for disaster at the 
facility. She worried Fri-
day’s fire could have been 
far worse had other fac-
tors contributed. 

“Thank goodness it 
wasn’t windy,” Tooher 
said. “I believe that fire 
could have been a lot 
more dangerous.”

Cadieux insists the ex-
plosion and subsequent 
fire were an isolated inci-
dent.

“After 16 years of run-
ning (J&S), to have one 
little accident,” he said. “I 
think that’s pretty good.”

for real property,” according 
to a legal advertisement for the 
meeting.

The legal notice for the meet-
ings is the first time any publicly 
available town document or 
town official has mentioned the 
word “Amazon.com” on-the-
record.

Town Council is expected to 
vote on a resolution authoriz-
ing Johnston Mayor Joseph M. 

Polisena to enter into a “Com-
munity Partnership Agreement” 
between the town and Amazon, 
for the project planned for 2120 
Hartford Ave.

Town Council will also likely 
vote on a Resolution autho-
rizing Polisena to enter into a 
“Construction Funding Agree-
ment,” between Johnston and 
Bluewater Property Group, LLC 
“to facilitate the design and con-
struction of certain roadway im-
provements to Hartford Avenue 
(State Route 6).”

A third resolution will address 

a “Tri-Party Construction Coor-
dination Agreement” between 
the town, Bluewater and DiPrete 
Engineering Associates, Inc. “re-
garding the development of a 
retail distribution center on real 
estate purchased by Bluewater.”

“The Parties are entering into 
this Tri-Party Construction Co-
ordination Agreement to set 
forth each of their obligations 

regarding facilitation of the 
design and construction of cer-
tain roadway improvements to 
Hartford Avenue (State Route 
6) in the Town of Johnston,” ac-
cording to the legal notice pro-
vided by Johnston Town Clerk 
Vincent P. Baccari Jr.

Polisena will also pitch a “Sub-
Recipient Agreement” between 
the town and the state Depart-

ment of Transportation (DOT) 
concerning design and construc-
tion improvements to certain 
portions of Hartford Avenue. 

According to the legal notice, 
the Rhode Island DOT “has 
agreed to contribute state funds, 
not exceeding two-million sev-
en-hundred thousand dollars 
($2,700,000.00) towards said 
road improvements.”

■ Amazon
(Continued from page 1)

■ Scrap
(Continued from page 1)

AT THE SCENE: Smoke rises over J&S Scrap Metal & Recycling Inc. at 36 Starr St. last week. (Submitted photo)

johnstonsunrise.net
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ALWAYS HIRING

To apply: scan the QR code with your
phone app or call 401-231-3102

2 Cherry Hill Rd.
Johnston, RI

02919

Matthew DiIorio passed 
away on the Fourth of July 
at age 40 after a long bat-
tle with Freidrich’s ataxia 
(FA), a debilitating neuro-
degenerative disorder.

Now, without Matthew, 
the fight continues.

“That was Matt’s wish, 
a number of years before 
he passed away,” said 
Michael Crawley, Mat-
thew’s lifelong best friend. 
“That’s an honorable torch 
to carry. He continues to 
inspire us all. I was just 
lucky enough to be his best 
friend.”

Crawley has been help-
ing the DiIorio family with 
their fundraising efforts 
for years.

On Saturday, Sept. 18, 
Rhode Island College will 
host the 12th Annual Race 
for Matt & Grace, a fund-
raiser for FARA (Fridrich’s 
Ataxia Research Alliance).

Crawley and the DiIo-

rio’s have again organized 
the event, which immedi-
ately follows a golf tourna-
ment held two weeks ago 
in Matthew’s honor. 

“People have been so 
generous and so forthcom-
ing,” Sallyann said. “And 
it has been extraordinary 
from the beginning.”

More than 5,000 people 
in the United States suffer 
from FA, a rare, debilitat-
ing and progressive neuro-
logical disease, for which 
there is currently no cure. 
Members of FARA hope to 
change that.

Events like the Race for 
Matt & Grace raise money 
for research and awareness 
of the disease. 

Matthew DiIorio, a John-
ston native, was diagnosed 
with the illness in 1994, at 
the age of 13.

About four years later, 
FA began to take its toll.

In 2009, DiIorio became 
a tireless advocate for 
FARA. He and his family 
and friends worked hard 
to raise nearly $1 million 

over the past 11 years for 
FARA and others who suf-
fer from FA.

“That’s the thing that 
has propelled me the most 
over the past six weeks,” 
Crawley said. “I wouldn’t 
allow my mind to believe 
Matt wouldn’t be here, 
even though I knew it was 
a possibility. It was and 
continues to be my honor 
to carry his mission for-
ward.”

Donations can be made 
in Matt’s memory to FARA 
in support of the Race for 
Matt and Grace. Registra-
tion begins at 8:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 18. The 5K 
run, walk or roll is sched-
uled to begin at 10 a.m.

A party will be held im-
mediately following the 
event at the Rhode Island 
College Rec Center.

More information can 
be found at www.curefa.
org/rfmg (checks to FARA 
may be mailed to 533 W. 
Uwchlan Ave., Downing-
town, PA 19335; reference 
RFMG).

MOM ON A MISSION: Sallyann DiIorio holds a collage of photos of her son, Mat-
thew. Since his death in July, Sallyann has been more driven than ever to continue 
her son’s mission, raising money and awareness of the disease that ultimately took 
his life. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

■ Mission
(Continued from page 1)

Trouble with your balance?
Tai Chi of the JSC works on your bal-

ance at every class.
Feeling stiff or losing mobility?
Tai Chi exercises include “softening” ex-

ercise to soften all the connective tissue in 
all of bone joints begging with our spine.

Our instructor, Bob McManus, has 
studied Tai Chi for 37 years and has 
taught for 22 years. He teaches Yang 
Style Tai Chi.  This class is for everyone!  

Please contact the center @ 401-944-
3343 to participate in this very beneficial 
class!

Johnston Senior Center hosting Tai Chi class

Advertise today! Call 732-3100
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Sports

By ALEX SPONSELLER

After a multi-year playoff 
drought, the Johnston football 
team would get back on track last 
spring and roll to the Division III 

Super Bowl against Coventry.
The Panthers return much of 

the same core, but also lost a few 
key pieces including top receiver 
Thomas Zednik, who will be play-
ing for UMass Dartmouth this fall.

With this week’s injury fund 
game looming, the Panthers were 
hard at work this week and are 

Panthers hungry 
to finish job

A few thoughts        
on football

It’s my favorite time of 
year: football season.

It is great to be back, es-
pecially during the fall. I 
know, it’s still summer for 
a few more weeks, but the 
trees are starting to turn 
ever so slightly, the days 
are getting a wee bit short-
er, and football is in the air.

Like every year in high 
school football, we have 
teams that are going 
through different things. 
Some veteran-laden teams, 
some youngsters, some 
coming off of big years, 
some looking to take a step 
forward. I am so excited to 
get back to work and feel 
the true Friday night lights 
again.

Spring football 
scratched that itch and 
gave the kids something 
to be happy about, but this 
is truly what football is all 
about. Let’s take a look at 
where our teams stand as 
we head into the 2021 fall 
season:

Bishop Hendricken
The Hawks rolled to 

another state champion-
ship last spring against 
rival La Salle. It was a 
great game in which Hen-
dricken trailed at half and 
had to dig deep. It did just 
that and made it look easy 
in the second half to run 
away with the victory.

Now, this season, the 
Hawks should once again 
be in the state champion-
ship mix.

The biggest question in 
my opinion comes in prob-
ably the least talked about 
position in football: the of-
fensive line.

Hendricken lost mul-
tiple linemen including 
All-State selection Chris 
LoPresti. The Hawks are 
known for their size up 
front, and although they 
always have the depth to 
plug in holes, that depth 
will be tested this fall, for 
sure.

Hendricken will roll out 
David Lynch at starting 
quarterback after he was 
the backup/spot starter 
last year. He’s got a quick 
release and can sling it, but 

he may have half a second 
less to deliver than he en-
joyed last season.

Hendricken also lost 
All-State running back Isa-
iah Emmanuel. Let’s see 
who will step in to fill that 
power rushing role.

Coming back is Brandyn 
Durand, who put the team 
on his back in the second 
half of the state champion-
ship and is a multi-sport 
force. He should once 
again be a nightmare for 
opposing offenses on the 
defensive line. 

Hendricken is always 
a contender. The Hawks 
have the talent and depth, 
as well as a full-proof sys-
tem put in place by head 
coach Keith Croft. This 
team thrives on consisten-
cy and should once again 
be in the mix as the top 
unit in the state. 

Pilgrim
After claiming its first 

football championship in 
over 40 years in 2019, the 
Pats were bumped up a di-
vision while also losing a 
massive core in the spring. 
Pilgrim felt the effects of 
each and stumbled to a 
winless spring campaign.

There was a realignment 
in the RIIL recently which 
sent Pilgrim back down to 
Division III. It is a tough 
situation to gauge if you 
ask me.

If you took the 2019 
Pilgrim roster, I absolute-
ly feel that it could be a 
contender in Division II. 
When the media top-20 
poll came out each week, 
I included the Pats in the 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

PANTHERS- PAGE 14■ PITCH- PAGE 15■

UP THE GUT: Johnston’s Steven Finegan picks up some yards at practice. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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■ Panthers
(Continued from page 13)

anxious to hit the field.
“We’re pretty confident even though 

we lost some guys. We’re going to need 
some guys to step up, especially the se-
niors. We are still going to be fast and ex-
plosive, but it’s going to be a challenge 
since we lost some fire power. We went to 
the Super Bowl last year, so we’re hungry 
to get back there and to hopefully win,” 
said senior quarterback Hunter Reming-
ton.

Receiver Joey Acciardo will take on a 
larger role this fall as the team reloads 
following the loss of guys like Zednik, 
and he is excited to compete and prove 
that the Panthers were not a one-hit won-
der.

“It puts some more pressure on me, 
but I am ready to take it. I have been 
waiting for my senior year for a long 
time, playing with my dad on the side-
lines, waiting for that time to come. Now 
we’re here, and I have a big role to play. 

Me and Hunter have got to get it going 
and make sure we’re on the same page,” 
said Acciardo. “With the loss last year, it 
has given us motivation to get back to the 
same place. We have to show teams that 
we are the same group and we’re not just 
talk and we’re here to win. We are going 
to need everyone to step up as leaders 
instead of just a few guys like it was last 
year.”

Although Johnston has a few things to 
sort out, senior Ryan Schino feels that the 
Panthers are ready to go, and have a new 
air of confidence that they had not felt 
until this offseason.

“It’s a lot different. Last year we were 
coming in as underdogs with nothing to 
lose. This year, there’s a little more pres-
sure on us to get back to where we were 
last year and hopefully win this time. We 
have done a great job adjusting, every-
one has to do a little bit more but I think 
it has helped us all come together,” said 
Schino. “We are very motivated, espe-
cially now that we know what it takes to 
get there and have tasted it. We want to 
get there even more and win it.”

HANDOFF: Quarterback Hunter Remington hands the ball off.

TALKING STRATEGY: Head coach Joe Acciardo coaches up players.

READY FOR ACTION: Johnston’s Nate Smith looks to make a play.



Johnston Sun Rise 15Friday, September 3, 2021

■ Pitch
(Cont. from page 13)

top-10 more than once. 
Last year’s roster sim-

ply was not experienced or 
deep enough to compete in 
Division II. It was a short-
ened spring season, but it 
was apparent that it was 
fighting an uphill battle.

What is tough about 
this situation is where this 
team belongs. I think con-
sidering the fact they the 
roster is still recovering 
from such massive over-
haul, a move back down is 
probably appropriate. 

I’m excited to see who 
emerges from this roster. 
Pilgrim had a few return-
ers like Danny Halliwell 
make an impact who will 
also be on board this year. 
This is a young group who 
needs playmakers to estab-
lish themselves and this 
will be the year to do it.

Toll Gate
Speaking of the realign-

ment, the Toll Gate Titans 
will be making the move 
up from Division IV.

It’s funny, Toll Gate has 
been a playoff team for the 
past few years but has not 
reached the championship 
game. Even still, this is a 
unit that seems to be ready 
to compete in Division III 
and I think it could make a 
splash early.

Toll Gate will be losing 
its quarterback in Greyson 
Pasquina who started un-
der center for the past three 
years, but this team always 
has size up front and a 
sound running game. At 
the high school level, being 
able to run the ball effec-
tively is half the battle and 
this team consistently does 
just that.

Is a Division III title in 
the cards this year? Prob-
ably not, but I do think this 
team is ready to handle a 
tougher slate and maybe 
that is just what it needs 
to take that next step for-
ward.

Cranston West
The Falcons also lost a 

chunk of their core from 
the 2019 season when 
they reached the Division 
I Super Bowl, and ended 
up struggling in the 2020 
spring.

All eyes will be on the 
quarterback position, as 
West will be giving junior 
Matt DeFusco the first 
crack. West used multiple 
quarterbacks in the spring, 

seemingly as a tryout for 
this fall when everything 
became a bit more settled. 

In a small sample size 
in the spring, DeFusco 
seemed like an athletic 
kid that had a pretty good 
arm and some mobility to 
go along with it. Now, as 
a junior, the team is opti-
mistic that his experience 
in the program will shine 
through and maximize his 
abilities.

West also lost key play-
ers like Brennan Stetson 
and Kris Degaitas, but 
will be returning a stud 
in Marcus Chung, who in 
my opinion, was one of the 
more underrated players 
in the state last season. 

Much like the aforemen-
tioned Pilgrim Patriots, 
this is a team that is going 
to need a few guys to step 
up. West has pretty good 
depth and versatility, so 
it will be fun to see who 
emerges from this group.

Despite finishing with 
just one win last season, 
this team was competi-
tive. I remember covering 
an early-season blowout 
loss to East Greenwich. Al-
though the scoreboard in-
dicated that the game was 
over at halftime, the Fal-
cons played as if it didn’t 
and really made EG fight 
for every inch. At the high 
school level, effort means a 
whole lot, and this team’s 
compete is not at all a 
question. 

Cranston East
The Thunderbolts strug-

gled and missed the play-
offs for the second straight 
season in the spring. Now, 
with new head coach Isa-
iah McDaniel at the helm, 
they are looking to get 
back on track.

East had a shockingly 
young roster in 2019 and 
remained young in 2020. 
Now, this team has some 
experience and will be 
looking to make a few ad-
justments. 

I remember at the end of 
last season saying that this 
team had some playmak-
ers but lacked experience 
up front. When covering 
a recent training camp 
practice, the team was em-
phasizing the big guys on 
the line and running them 
through the gauntlet.

Will improved line play 
be enough to propel this 
team to the playoffs? Not 
by itself, but it will cer-
tainly help. Like their 
neighbors to the West, this 

team is gritty and even last 
year when the going got 
rough, they always fought 
hard. I think the key will 
be the line play as well as 
the guys buying into Mc-
Daniel. 

He has been on the 
sidelines for years, so the 
kids are familiar. He has 
a strong presence, so I do 
expect them to compete for 
him. Of all of our teams, 
this one is probably the 
biggest wild card. 

Johnston
The Panthers finally 

reached their potential last 
season and reached the 
Division III Super Bowl 
against the Coventry Oak-
ers.

Johnston has been a tal-
ented team for the past few 
seasons but for some rea-
son struggled to put it all 
together. In the spring, it fi-
nally did and boasted one 
of the state’s top offenses 
with guys like Hunter 
Remington and Thomas 
Zednik.

Zednik is headed to 
UMass Dartmouth, so that 
will be a sizable hole to fill, 
but many Panthers includ-
ing Remington will return. 
Johnston should have no 
problem competing and 
reaching the playoffs con-
sidering the roster that is 
coming back, but it will be 
interesting to see how it 
responds to such a strong 
season. 

Many of the kids had 
never tasted that kind of 
success, so let’s see how 
they follow up this time 
around. 

JYF back at it
The Johnston Youth Football Panthers were hard at work last week at Johnston High 
School in preparation for the fall season. Above is a snapshot of the action. (Photo 
by Alex Sponseller)
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‘I will always be prepared’
By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

“I will always be prepared for any-
thing that may come my way now and 
I can thank Troop 2, Bristol, Rhode Is-
land,” said Nathan Simas, who worked 
on a fishing line receptacle project as 
part of his Eagle Scott journey.

Nathan built and erected five line re-
ceptacles in his home town of Bristol, 
RI. The locations were Mount Hope 
Boat Ramp, Independence Park, The 
Narrows, Bristol Marina, and the State 
Street Dock.

The project was funded in part by a 
$500 grant from the Rhode Island Salt-
water Anglers Foundation.  

Nathan said, “The goal of my project 
was to make Bristol a cleaner environ-
ment for fisher men and women of all 
ages. I had seen large amounts of mono-
filament line being left at precious local 
fishing spots. Monofilament line can 
take up to 600 years to degrade. Most 
sea life and land life don’t live anywhere 
close to 600 years so I would have the 
opportunity to change how long they 
may be living by setting up a simple 
and cost effective fix.”  

“I think my main takeaway was that 
no matter how much the Eagle Scout 
project is a huge deal. Being able to 
help my community and make it a more 
fishing friendly environment is a big-
ger help than any rank that Boy Scouts 
could provide for me.”

 
Bluefish blitzes,  

best in years
Anglers have been treated to an 

abundance of bluefish of all sizes this 
week. Bluefish provide a great fight 
for angles and if treated properly after 
catching them they make for excellent 
table fare. The coastwide regulation for 
bluefish is three fish/person/day. 

This week we caught fish in schools 
from 18 inches to 30 inches. Most were 
caught on the surface during feeding 
frenzies (when bluefish push and trap 
bait close to shore or up on the sur-
face where they have nowhere else to 
go). To experience what a feeding frenzy or 
blitz is like, view a video by Mike Laptew 
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd9k_
UNC15A&t=34s. 

The fish were in the mid to lower por-
tion of the East and West Passage of 
Narragansett Bay north and south of 
Gould and Hope Island, off Quonset, 
Jamestown and many other places.

All the fish were chasing good size 

peanut bunger (immature Atlantic Men-
haden). They were coughing them up 
when brought on deck. Bluefish eat 2 
½ times there wait every day, so they 
never stop feeding. 

The lures of chose were small shiny 
lures that mimic this bait and flash in the 
water.  Lures such as Kastmaster, Dead-
ly Dick and Yo-Zuri Crystal Minnows 
worked well this week. Honestly they 
were biting almost any lures we put in 

front of them including epoxy jigs.
Here are some tips for fishing bluefish 

blitzes:
Use metal leaders when fishing for 

blues to avoid cutoffs (the fish biting 
through your line)

Speaking about biting treat the fish 
with respect, they have sharp teeth that 
can take your finger off.

Work the edges of schools when they 
surface, don’t drive through a school or 
right up on top of it as you will spook 
them and they will go down.

Be respectful of others making room 
from them when working a school of 
fish on the surface

Be safe, try not to get too caught up in 
the excitement. I find that no more than 
two, possibly three experienced anglers, 
can be casting at the same time. This is 
to avoid the casting angler hooking oth-
ers. I also suggest taking care of the fish 
once it is on board, it is hard to unhook 
a fish, clean what it coughs up and wash 
away the blood while others are fishing. 
Attending to the fish before commenc-
ing casting prevents anglers from get-
ting hooked and slipping on the deck.

When you catch a bluefish you are 
keeping, bleed the fish by cutting it un-
der the gill and putting in a five-gallon 
bucket upside down so it bleeds out. 
Once dead put in an ice/salt water brine 
solution for the remainder of your trip.

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass, bluefish and false al-

bacore. Harrison Gatch of Watch Hill 
Outfitters, Westerly said, “Slot limit fish 
(28 to less than 35 inches) were being 
caught all along the beaches Monday 
morning with anglers tossing their lures 
into the frothy surf.” 

Allen Newell of Red Top Sporting 
Goods, Buzzards Bay, said, “The bass 
bite on the Cape Cod Canal was very 
good Wednesday with fish on the sur-
face chasing large baits such as squid 
and mackerel.“  Fishing for bluefish in 
the West Passage of Narragansett Bay 
has been very good. On a charter Sun-

day we hooked up with 14 bluefish with 
striped bass mixed in on the surface. 
The area between Quonset, Hope Island 
and Jamestown exploded with the larg-
est schools of bluefish we have seen in 
the Bay for some time.  

Jeff Smith reports on the RI Saltwater 
Anglers Association blog, “Hunted for 
Albies from Beavertail to Scarborough 
on Sunday. Headed back up towards 
Narragansett Bay and when the tide fi-
nally started to move we got some fish 
boils west of Whale Rock. They were a 
mostly blues with a few stripers mixed 
in. Some schools of albies too but they 
were not around long. I managed to 
hook up with one Albie, but lost him 
at the boat.  Headed back up the West 
Passage around 10 a.m. At first nothing 
going on but a few sporadic fish surfac-
ing, but no hook ups. Then around 10:30 
the water out in front of Quonset started 
to boil with tons of birds and surface ac-
tion all around. Turns out to be mostly 
blues, a few bass with some real gator 
blues. The largest sized blues I have 
seen in the bay in quite some time. Ac-
tion died down around noon. We were 
throwing a few plugs and I caught most 
everything on a green epoxy jig. “

Summer flounder, black area bass 
and scup. The fluke and black sea bass 
bite off Newport was good last week if 
you could fish around rough sea con-
dition. Caught two nice keeper fluke 
to 22 inches between the Fountain and 
Brenton Reef of Newport after the storm 
with a strong black sea bass bite.

Tautog. Allen Newell of Red Top 
Sporting Goods, said, “We have had a 
strong tautog and black sea bass bite on 
Buzzards Bay.”

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master li-
cense and charter fishing license. He serves 
on a variety of boards and commissions and 
has a consulting business focusing on clean 
oceans, habitat preservation, conservation, 
renewable energy, and fisheries related is-
sues and clients. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net or vis-
it www.noflukefishing.com.

EAGLE SCOUT: Nathan Simas of Bristol with friend Nathan Dieterich. Simas built five fishing line receptacles as part of his 
Eagle Scout journey. 
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RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM

By PAM SCHIFF

These days, it can be hard to make plans months in advance.
Oak Lawn Elementary School student Ryan Golditch had to do just that earlier this year when offered the chance 

to attend the Envision Junior National Young Leaders Conference, which was held in July in Washington, D.C. He 
had been nominated for the conference by his fi fth-grade teacher, Theresa Vessella.

“I found out around January fi rst that she had nominated me. Because I was nominated, I was automatically ac-
cepted into the program,” Ryan said. “We were told there was a very high demand for the program, so I told my 
mom to enroll me right away.”

Ryan was not only the sole student from Cranston, but also the only attendee from Rhode Island.
“Ryan’s maturity, critical thinking and problem solving-skills made him an excellent candidate for the program,” 

Oak Lawn Principal James Zanfi ni said ahead of Ryan’s attendance at the program. “He will represent Oak Lawn, 
Cranston as well as Rhode Island as he works with other young leaders from around the country. I just know he will 
learn so much and do amazing work.”

Ryan and other attendees – middle school students in grades six through eight – had the chance to spend six days 
in and around the nation’s capital working on solutions to issues facing the country. They also had the chance to visit 
numerous historic sites.

Cranston’s Golditch represents RI,
learns valuable lessons during

youth leadership program in DC 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, YOUR NEXT PRESIDENT: Ryan Golditch and his 
campaign team work on getting him elected president at the Envision Junior National 
Young Leaders Conference in July. (Courtesy of Jason Golditch)

�  PRESIDENTIAL - PAGE 23

PRESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE
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T
oday, most people live rather 
hectic lives. Many people 
you speak with, may tell you 
they divide their day between 
working, raising kids, exercis-
ing, taking care of the house, 

and the pets, cooking and finding what 
little time they have left to get together 
with family and friends. Because every-
one’s schedule is so full, many people 
use the excuse that they don’t have time 
for yet another appointment, especially a 
doctor’s visit, especially if they’re not sick 
or injured. The fact of the matter is, hav-
ing and keeping annual meetings with 
your primary care provider is essential to 
maintaining long-term good health and 
living a longer, happier, better quality of 
life.

Primary care providers responsible 
for managing your health throughout 
your lifetime are the backbone of today’s 
healthcare system. While it may seem re-
dundant to have your weight, blood pres-
sure, eyes, hearing, and reflexes checked 
every time you visit your primary care 
provider, these routine health screenings 
can help your doctor and you identify any 
health issues or concerns early on before 
something becomes either a nuisance or 

worse, a life-threatening problem. Early 
detection for any condition or illness 
can potentially save you from discom-
fort, physical pain, and suffering, or even 
death. And, with early detection, your 
doctor can prevent you from spending 
unnecessary money on treatments. Your 
primary care physician will actively work 
with you to identify any risk factors you 
may have, and help you manage common 
ailments, as well as chronic diseases.

Having a primary care physician you 
feel comfortable with is essential, as this 
is the person you’ll be having conversa-
tions with about all of your healthcare 
concerns, including some issues that you 
may feel are too personal to discuss with 

others. Feeling at ease with a doctor you 
respect, and trust will give you the con-
fidence to ask the crucial questions you 
need answers to. Make sure your doctor 
is easy to talk to and is interested in hear-
ing what you have to say.

Your primary care physician may also 
discuss with you how changes in your 
lifestyle, behaviors, nutrition, or exercise 
may benefit you, or recommend prescrip-
tion medications or procedures, to help 
you meet your healthcare needs and 
goals.

Whether you feel perfectly healthy or 
have a healthcare concern, you can think 
of your primary care physician as a one-
stop-shopping. Your appointment opens 

a wide range of programs and services to 
you via referrals. One day you may need 
to make an appointment to learn why 
you’re hearing is not as good as it used to 
be, or you have a dark spot on your skin 
that doesn’t look right to you; either way, 
your primary care physician can assist 
with pointing you in the right direction.

See your relationship with your prima-
ry care physician as an investment in you, 
your health, and your well-being, as well 
as a promise to your family that you will 
do everything within your power to live 
a long, healthy, and productive life with 
them.

Why It’s So Important to Have 
a Primary Care Physician

Staying
Healthy

by 
Christopher Furey,

md, Cnemg

primary Care
provider



Johnston Sun Rise20 Friday, September 3, 2021

Place Your Ad Today
Reach
LOCAL
Customers!

 ONLY 
$1500

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

PER 
WEEK

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE
TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

YOUR HOMETOWN OIL COMPANY

Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.
1343 Main Street, West Warwick

823-8113
LIC. #345
LIC. #444

RI LIHEAP Vendor

• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• No Credit Card Fees
• Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Same Day Deliveries
CALL US BY 11:00 AM

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 8AM-8PM

Chicken Salad
or Tuna Salad
Deluxe   899
Fresh Garden
Salad w/ fresh
Grilled Chicken999
Fresh Reuben
Sandwich w/
Cup of Soup 999
Small Pasta
w/ Choice of
(1) Meatball 
or Chorizo   599

M&M’s
401 270 7371
DINER

A Professional Drain Service Company
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slow Drains • Drain Cleaning
Clogged Sinks, Toilets & Shower Drains

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Drain Pain? Call the Doctor!
(401) 318-9329((44

DoctorDrainRI.net
Doctor Drain RI LLC • doctordrainri@gmail.com

1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick

463-7100

Mon.-Thur. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TWO PAIR OF
EYEGLASSES

Select In-Stock Frame • Single Vision

$99
Bifocals $40.00 Additional

LIMITED TIME OFFER

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS!

John L. Spaziano
John W. Spaziano
Registered Opticians

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386
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JOHNSTON



Ryan, his dad, Jason, and mom, Lyn-
da, drove to the program, which was 
held July 18-23. They were based out 
of College Park, Maryland, at the Mar-
riott on the campus of the University of 
Maryland.

After registration and check-in, the 
program started right away. Students 
were broken into two groups, with ap-
proximately 20 children in each group. 
Ryan was placed in the James Madison 
group, and they worked with the Eisen-
hower group.

“We played ice breaker games, 
and then broke into leadership focus 
groups. The groups were mixed of boys 
and girls and mostly sixth-graders and 
a few upper grades,” Ryan said.

After dinner there were more games 
and a formal introduction and welcome 
from Envision staff.

“We were given a pre-program as-
signment to get “feedback for emerg-
ing learners, or FUEL,” Ryan said. “We 
had to talk to fi ve mentors. I picked my 
principal, Mr. Zanfi ni; my rabbi, Yossi 
Laufer; my two older brothers, Jeffrey 
and Ethan; and Mrs. Scappatticci, an-
other teacher at Oak Lawn.”

Ryan had specifi c reasons for pick-
ing each mentor.

“I chose Mr. Zanfi ni because he is 
my principal and someone who has 
helped me throughout my years at Oak 
Lawn,” he said. “He always took the 
time to meet with me if I had an issue. 
Rabbi Laufer has instilled in me the 
confi dence to do more and be the best 
at whatever I want to achieve. He is 
someone I look up to in my community. 
Being the oldest brother, Jeff has been 
someone I admire and wish to follow 
him in his footsteps in being success-
ful in my future career. Ethan has been 
a role model for me in academics and 
has shown me how to be disciplined 
in pursuing my academic goals. Mrs. 
Jen Scappatticci, she has given me ex-
tra work so that I am not bored in class. 
She understands me and pushes me to 
succeed academically.”

Participants in the program traveled 
to various landmarks such as Mt. Ver-

non, Maryland Science Center, Arling-
ton Cemetery and the White House, 
where they had pictures taken outside 
the gate. The groups also went to the 
FDR, MLK, Lincoln, World War II, Ko-
rean and Vietnam memorials.

“We had to do a ‘Voices of Change’ 
project – identify a societal problem, 
how to correct it,” Ryan said. “We 
needed to do a trifold presentation. 
This was in the Education and Equity 
group. We focused on kids with dis-
abilities. Our solution was to educate 
the people about how to make schools 
more accessible and easier for students 

with needs.”
Another project they worked on was 

politically based.
“It was called ‘My Day in Offi ce.’ 

It was an election simulation. The top 
three people would be elected,” Ryan 
said. “I made a campaign poster, with 
the slogan ‘Don’t be crying, vote for 
Ryan.’ We had to make up a skit, form 
a campaign team. Then we showed our 
posters and performed. I was elected 
president, second place was vice presi-
dent, and third place picked what they 
wanted to be.”

For the rest of the week, Ryan was 

called Mr. President and was given a 
“President of the United States” nam-
etag.

Part of the “My Day in Offi ce” simu-
lation was to address the nation about a 
potential crisis in the country.

“There was a nuclear reactor mal-
function in Maine,” Ryan recalled about 
his simulated crisis. “As president, I 
could take a risk and see if it could be 
fi xed in time, or fl ood the reactor and 
poison the river. There was also an im-
pending storm that could cause Maine 
to lose power.”

As president, Ryan conferred with 
the secretaries of energy, homeland se-
curity and defense. He also spoke with 
his chief of staff.

“While presenting the speech, I was 
notifi ed they were able to fi x the reactor, 
and the crisis was averted,” he said.

On Thursday, they presented their 
“Voices of Change” project.

“After we presented the projects, 
our group received the Best Take Away 
Message award,” Ryan said.

There was a guest speaker, Anthony 
Robles, who is an award-winning wres-
tler despite being born with one leg.

“His speech was to encourage peo-
ple to not let obstacles or diversity get 
in their way,” Ryan said.

Ryan’s dad, Jason, was impressed 
with the experience his son had.

“More than a learning experience, it 
was also a social experience for Ryan,” 
he said. “He talked a lot about being 
elected president … it was a maturity 
experience. He became more involved 
with the program, he experienced ca-
maraderie, he made bonds and contacts 
with kids all over the country.”

Ryan also had positive feedback.
“I got a lot out of it – leadership 

traits, being around other high achiev-
ing kids, more self confi dence,” he said. 
“I was invited to come back next year. 
My favorite part was being elected 
president and meeting other people, 
from all over the country.”

Ryan is looking forward to starting 
the new school year as a sixth-grader 
at Hope Highlands Middle School. He 
has his mind set on attending the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology to 
study AI engineering.
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THE LAY OF THE LAND: Ryan Golditch, third from left, and the members of his 
James Madison group pose at Arlington National Cemetery.

� Presidential 
(Continued from page 17)



Johnston Sun Rise24 Friday, September 3, 2021


	sr01
	sr02
	sr03
	sr04
	sr05
	sr06
	sr07
	sr08
	sr09
	sr10
	sr11
	sr12
	sr13
	sr14
	sr15
	sr16
	sr17
	sr18
	sr19
	sr20
	sr21
	sr22
	sr23
	sr24

